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Introduction 
1 regard designation of the Cathedral Conser-
vation Area as an importantstage in the regen- 
eration of Belfast. Conservation can help to 
promote economic revival by identifying and 
enhancing the architwtural and historic 
character of the City. Awareness of the City's 
heritage and achievements can increase the 
self confidence and pride of its people and 
help develop an image which visitors, tourists 
and potential investors find attractive. 

The Northside of Belfast City Centre offers 
outstanding development opportunities. It is 
for this reasonthat the Cathedral Conservation 
Area Is the first of the five Consewation Areas 
proposedfor BelfastCity Centre.Conservation 
Area status provides aframework and a theme 
for the promotion of the Area. 

The Deparbnent will have a rdling environ-
mental improvement programmeand is willing 
to work with voluntary interests which hare 
our enthusiasm for the Area. These aspects 
will be brought together In an enhancement 
programme which will co-ordinate public 
action and private investment to enhance the 
ConservationArea. 

Mr RichardNeedhamM.P.MinisterfortheEconomy 
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Boundaries of the 
Conservation Area 

The Cathedral Consswation Area lies on the 
northernfringe of the CityCentreand adjacent 
to the Port of Belfast. R is an area of shopping, 
office, warehousing and port orientated uses. 
At its centre is St Anne's Cathedral, tfre focal 
pointof the ConservationArea. 

TheConservationArea coverssome 15 hec-
tares. DonegallPlace, oneofBelfast'sprimary 
shopping streets, is onlyashort dlstame away 
andCastleCwrt liesjust outsidethe boundary. 

From Royal Avenue the boundmy extends 
along North Street and Bridge Street to High 
Street. It follows High Street to Victoria Street 
andthen VictoriaStreet and the DunbarLinkb 
York Street. It returnsalongYorkStreet to Royal 
Avenuewhich it fdlows backto theNorthStreet 
junction. 

The Conservalion Area enjoys a preserved 
street Wern partly dating from the 17th and 
18th Centuries and a significant number of 
buildingsof considerablemerit which markthe 
transit'bn of Belfastfroma small port toaninter-
nationally impoftant commercial city. 

1 . 8Anne'rM r a l ,  Donegal1 
SW> 

2.CmfraItawerontheNews~ 
ofkm. 

% WueatIon and Ubeery Baard 
MRes8. 

4. Forster Green'sbulldlnganthe 
cwnerofmyalAvenueandNorth
Street 



Planning Context 
The BelfastUrbanArea Plan2001 emphasises 
the importance of the City Centreto the Ulban 
Area as a whde and sets out a number of 
policies to p m t e  its economic revitalisation. 
These policies recognise the importance of 
architectural heritage and historic townscape 
in fostering civic prideand apositiveimagefor 
the City. 

The Plan identifies Northside, the area north 
of Castle Junction centred on St Anne's 
Cathedral,as an importantrevitalisationoppor-
tunity. It prop- a variety of different land 
uses, including residential. Sefective rebuild-
ing, major refurbishment and environmental 
works will assist the physical and economic 
regenerationof this part of the City Centre. 

Majorhitiives for Norttwie indude-
1, tb ~ a of Cmtbp Oourf as ~a 

major shopping mto mtom 
mthesrea'smI~andprivatesec-
tor mnfdence in future pmspecb; 

2. hornationofarnajompnspacefronting 
8 Anne's Caikdml toenhance the Natth 
Streetareaandprov%demreopenspace 
inthe City &tm; 

3, designdonoftheCathedralCcmwvation 
Area. 



Designation 
Within the Department's overall objectives for 
the regeneration of Northside, the Depart-
ment's policy will bet o t  
1. protect and enhance the essentialcharac-

ter of the CathedralConservationArea and 
encwrage the retention, rehabilitation and 
museof existing buildings wherever possi-
ble; 

2. encaurage growth and change which is in 
sympathy with the character and appear-
ance of the ConsewationArea; 

3. 	 promotethe commercialbenefftsof invest-
inginthe Area. 

To b effective conservation needs the 
active participationof awide rmgeof interests 
within the community. In this respect the 
involvement of The Civic Trust, The University 
of Ulster and the Cathedral authorities, in pro-
moting interest in the Cathedral Area and in 
making proposals 'm its possible develop-
ment, is worthy of particular mention. 

Notice is hereby given that the Department 
of Environment (NI) in pursuance of powers 
conferred upm it by Article 37 of the Planning 
(NI)Order 1972has designatedthe area indi 
cat& on map 1as a ConservationArea being 
an qrea of special architectural or historic 
interest,the characterof which it is desirable to 
preserveand enhance. 

A map of the designated Area has been 
deposited at the Belfast CiCouncil Offices, 
Belfast Divisional Planning Office, and the Bel-
fast DevelopmentOffice at the addressesindi-
cated below:-

BelfastCity Council 
City Hall 
mega l lSquare 
Belfast BTI 5GS 
Telephone: BeW(0232)320202 

BetfastOivisianalPlanningOffice 
BedfordHwse 
16-22Bedfordm 
BelW BT27FD 
Telephone: Belfast (0232)242486 

BelfastDewlopmmmike 
Clarendon Hous8 
921 AdelaideStreet 
~ B T Z B R I  
Teleptme: Belfast(0232)244300 



Historical Note 

In the 17th Century the Farset River, spanned 
by brldgesatChurch Lane, Skipper Streetand 
Bridge Street, flawed down the middleof High 
Street tothetown quay and the R i rLagan.At 
the other end of High Street m the present 
Cornmarket corner stcd the Market House 
and nearby, wt within its walled gardens, the 
Castle of the Chichesters. 

In the 1680's 67 ships operated out of the 
port. Trade was extensive with France, Spain' 
and the Americas. Tanneries abounded in 
every street. Broad Street was renamed War- 
ingStreet after Thomas Waring of Waringstown 
who transferred his tannery to Belfast in 1660. 
George McCartney who arrived in 1840 
becameTown Sovereign andone of its richest 
traders expotting to Hdland and France. He 
introduced sugar rdning and opened pre-
mises in Waring Street By 1683 sixty tons of 
sugar were being processed each year. The 
industry had disappeared by the mid-18th 
Century leaving the name Sugarhouse Entry, 
which today is the only remnant of the older 
street patternbetweenWaring Street and High 
Street. 

~ ~ m u s i n p p ~ m i n ~ ~ , h ~ r r = ~ I  
generaltytimber m,-h one 
hadbwnsttipoflandtothereaf. 

Earth r m w t swere a mcmwy
p ~ l 8 ! U l  atteck in tb17th 
MW. 

Byl79.t thetown hadspreadout
hymdtheflneoftheearih 
ram-. 
(Within theorlglnalm M  
W i n g  was redevelPpedtoqether 
withthenewbuildingModrs,8hm-t 
Inoutline). 





In the first half of the 19thCentury the cotton 
industry boomed. In Donegal1 Street the last 
major bwnscape ebment was added to the 
scene with tfiemstruction of the Commercial 
Buildings now Northern Whig House, in 1822. 
This well proportioned granite building pre 
vides an attractive visual stop to the southam 

end of Donegdl Street. Its perrpse was to 
replace theExchangebuildingontheopposite 
corner asthe commercialhubof the town. Built 
by JohnMcCutcheanwho was the contracting 
architect for the project, it included hotel, 
newsroom and piazzafor merchants. 



m E x u b m m  
The burstof building acfivity onthkganaid@ 
of the town centre fullowing the fibof zhe 
to lrvn~ksandQueenV~svlsi t in1849, 
extended infa the mwwathn Area with the 
building uf the Uister W,Waring Street. 
E3anksthenw8removingawayfromamwedis-
reputable ' m e  Wards d i d  mpxdability. 
l b building is an impmdw and exubmt 
IM-dc w l a h  an he c!asdcal 
theme. The & c h g e  h i k t g  was JmilarIy 
upgraded Por banldng % was m 
strmtd mdmally in 1845 by Canyan and 
irWndly in 1895 so that the original is naw 
Wlyobcuredfrom -. 

B y I ~ t h e F a u r ~ w a s a t t h e h e r a r t o f  
an increasingly self-cddmt tawn. Propmy 
along Donegal1Street and Waring Streetwas 
occupied by a large wiety of mall m m e r -
cial U-. Thew included millitlers, WOE, 
estate agents, shippingagents,shops, m-
facfurers, stationers, solicitors, newspapers, 
printersand many more. 

meareaMMOonegallStreetandWarlng 
S t W w a s ~ r a w a r r e n o f ~ a l l e y -
ways, eaurts and fan88 containing the oldest 
and poMest resided quarter of the tow. 
Much of thls housim was gradually cl& 
and the area g ' m  over mand mwe to 
~ ~ hmresg and,pdoutarfy bonded 
wamhows. 532 5-11 StrBet, a bonded 
ware- builtbtheBushills Dillery, isa 
fine example of 8 mall waretKxrse typw of 
mama. k 


l.~~ 
2 T h e ~ d ~ W ~ w r m r  

o f t e n ~ f i P m G s r t w h a e l s  
~ l l ~ ~ o ~ j l w 
fender. The l@unwmwml 
~ ~ f l r f f s c i k o n ~ ~ ~ n  
befoundat eltherd of 
--W-. 

l 



The Victorians were no respecters of Geor-
gian architecture. Progressively thrwgh the 
century ms?of h e g d  Street was rebuilt. A 
number of linen warehouses were Mitt in the 
vicinity of the Brown Linenhall. None of these 
m a i n  apart from the figured panel on the 
b e g a l l  Street frontage of the 1930's MMth 
Street Arcade. This was saved from the old 
Bmkfield linen warehouse which previously 
occupied the site. 1 b e g a l l  Street, oppogite 
theExchange,was built in 1871 byT. Jackson 
and Son. It is rather ordinary compared to the 
muchmorenoticeableHighVictorianfawdeof 
No. 3 built by W. Hastings in 1867. T. Jackson 
also built the Corn Exchange on the corner of 
Victoria Street and Gordon Street in 1851. 

The News Letterand GeneralAdverber was 
first opened in BridgeStreetin 1737byFrancis 
Joy 'under the Sign of the ~ c M : K . *The busi-
nessmoved toJoylsEntryatHighStreetbefore 
returning to Donegal1 Street in 1872 with the 
erectm of s High Victorian Gothic Chateau 
type buildingbyW. Hastingsat 51-59 Mega l l  

The last quarter of the 19th Century saw the 
clearance af He~ulesStreet and thecreation 
ofRoyalAvenue, a flnenew EhorougMare M-

-. 3 



ting a Belfast which achieved city status in 
1888. RoyalAvenue between NorthStreet and 
Donegal1 Street retdns much of the Victorian 
frontage,most notabfyLanyon'sN M r nBank 
and the adjoining fwr-storey Forster Greens 
building with its gmndfloor shops built onthe 
NorthStreet corner byT. Jackson & Son. 

The centrepiece of the 5th Earl's Donegal1 
S t m  had been St Anw's Parish Church. It 
was decided in 1896that itshould bethe site of 
St Annds Cathedral. Thomas Drew and W. H. 
Lynn were chosen asarchitects but Lynnwith-
drew and agreed to advise generally on the 
project. Work has continued throughout this 
century with the original proposal much 
changed in the process. 

f a y  
In the 20th Century the centre of mmercial 
activity has moved away from the old town 
centre and the Four Corners Is no longer the 
hub of the Ci.NMth Street remained a very 
busy shoppingstreet until the 1980'sand con-
tains buildings datlng from the 1680's to the 
1970's. High Street was badly damaged bythe 
blitr in 1941 as was Donegal1Street, In High 
Street only the Bank of Idand, built by W. Batl 
in 1893-7, remained intact. This attractive 
building, finisf?edin red brick and buff t e rn  
caftacrowned with a r n w d  roof and t u rn ,  
testifiestothe sturdyworkrnanshlpof the Vim 
rims.The adjoining imperial Buildings on the 
corner of Skipper Street were rebultt fnxn the 
2nd floor up after thesame 1W1air raid. 

The Cathedral Consewation Area 1s now 
poised for a new era of development rts the 
commercialcoreofBelfast expands.But what-
everthemreholdsforthis partof Bdfastitwill 
continue to recall the 17th Century in which 
It had its origins. It will a n y  with ii the 17th 
Century pattern of entries and streets and the 
namesof Belfast'sprominentearlycitizensinto 
the 21st Century. In this way the Area wtll 
always have a distinctive character of its own 
adding additional interest and charm to the 
CityCentre. 

l ,  Fwmercornmge-Wetoria 
Street. 

2. Omate lamp standards wtalde 
the Ucrter Bank,caat by Leldlaw 
of (3lmQw. 

3. s tum rendered VMMSan 
werehwse, 18-22 HHISmk 

4. Bank of Ireland-HQh Street. 



Land Use Character 
There are three main land use areas in the 
Cathedral Conservation Area:-
1. Thashopptngarea 

This extends northwards from Oonegall 
Place and runs from Royal Avenue through 
North Street and Bridge Street to High 
Street. Buildings are generally three to four 
storeys in heigM with a retail ground Rwr 
use. In NorthStreet at the Bridge street end 
there are considerable signs of investment 
and redevelopment. The numbr of vacant 
properties has dropped dramatically. 

2. 	The retailservlee area 
Between North StrM and Donegal1 Street 
there is a t randth to retail senrice and 
smaH business uses in Donegal1 Street, 
WEuing Street and the part of High Street 
within the ConservationArea. 

In Omega11 Street there is a concentra-
tion of vacan?propertyat the Waring Street 
end although rnost of the ground ftoMs are 
occupied. 

i - ' X ; .
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The buildings in Waring Street between 
Ddnegall Street and Hill Street have been 
demolished. Little new development has 
taken place in recent years in this general 
area though there is a growing interest in 
development opportunities. 

3. The warehouse and small business area 
This is lOC8tedeast of Donegal1Street and 
extends to the Dunbar Link. Here the land 
uses are more fragmented and small scale 
with warehouses, stores and depots front-
ing onto narrow streets. This reflects the 
area's traditional robas a mixed residential 
and commercial district supplying sewices 
to h f h  theCity Centre and to the Port. 

In Hill Street building heights generally 
rangefrom onetothree storeys. While prop 
erty tendsto be in p r  conditionand there 
are many small sites used for private car 
parking, the evidence suggests a growing 
interest in redevelopment and refurbish 
ment of properlyfor new uses. Car parking 
is a more widespread land use In the gerr-
er4 area of Tdbot Street and DunbarStreet 
and on the vacant land at Waring Street. 

Behind St Anne's Cathedral at Edward 
Street are the remnantsofamoreextensive 
housing and small business area. A small 
derelict terrace remains but much of the 
surrcunding area is cleared land used for 
car parking. 

At York Street the bomb sites of World 
War II provided land for the campus of the 
University of Ulster and the associated 
open space beside St Anne's Cathedral. 

1. StAm2's-vlewedfromThe 
BuoysEUa. 

2. mB w .  
3.W~t0WtShop-lf NwthSheet. 
4- Cathedral Buildings, 

srmt 



PedesManMovement 
Pedestrian traffic is heaviest atmg the main 
streets on the boundariesof the Conservation 
Area. Within the Area north south movement is 
possible along Skipper Street and Hill Street 
between High Street and StAnne's Cathedral. 
Fromherethe most direc! routeto York Streetis 
through The Buoys open space though further 
north Curtis Street leads directly to the Co-op 
Building. 

East west movements are accommodated 
betweenthe Cathedraland the Dunbar Link by 
Talbot Street and Academy Street. Commer-
cial Court and Exchange Place providesimilar 
accessto HillStreet and DunbarStreetviaGor-
don Street. Movement from Donegal1Street to 
Royal Avenue is along Church Street, North 
StreetArcade and Lower Garfield Street. 

The Department has proposed an open 
space in front of SAnne's Cathedral.This will 
be linked to Royd Avenue by Lower Garfield 
Street which will bepedestrianised.To the east 
there is a needto improveaccessto Laganside 



across the Dunbar Link and to improve the 
environment along this boundary of the Con-
servation Area. Environmentalimprovement Is 
also desirable at the Hill StreetlWaring Street 
junction where temporary car parks make this 
street unattractive to pedestrians coming from 
HighStreet. 

Wihin the Hill Street area there are oppor-
tunities to expand the network of entries and 
courts which run Donegal1Street and 
Hill Street. The Hill StreeVGordon Street/War-
ing StrW block offers particular opportunities 
because of the amount of under-used land 
within it and the existing network of private 
accesses linking these areas. 

Traffic and Car Parking 
A substantial amwnt of land in the Conserva-
tion Area isused for car parking.The WatteT8d 
nature andsmall sizeof sites is indicativeof the 
Area's economic decline. Howeveras regener-
ation of the Conservation Area is achieved 
these sites will beredevelopedandat the same 
time the needfor car parking will grow. Limited 
car parkingwill beconsideredon redweloped 
sites as will the possibility of multi-storey car 
parks in appropriate locations. 

1. m,6@&-wtmwdem
fwr-. 

Z f h s f a u d & d A r t & ~ .  
3 ~ T h e w b Q m b a r L h k ~ ~  

car&,dhiPatwib
cdnraenretronA w ' 8  edge. 



Strategy 


The Department's Enhancement Strategy 
within the Cathedral Canmrvation Area is 
basedm:-
1. its historic and architectural character 
2. the potential for regeneration in existing 

buildings, land uses and townscape. 

and aims to:-
1. bring derelict or underused land and build-

ings back into e c m i c  use 
2. encwmge a variety of new land uses 

including offices, small scale retailing, cul- 
tural and recreational. 

Subject to the availability of reswrces the 
Deparbmnt will promote envimmmtal 
improvement,encourageprivate development 
initiatives and where appropriate consider the 
useof itscomprehensive development, pedes-
trianisation and other powers. The Depart-
ment would also welcome working with volun-
tary groups interested in the Area. 

The ConservationArea includesseveral dls-
tinme features. It is proposed to implement 
the strategy mthe following locational basis. 

1. TheCathedralEWm 
2. MwardWmNDmbwUnk 
3. Hill Street 
4. waling StreetlSkipperStreet 
5. The FourC m m  

1. The new C a s t k u ~ r tshpping 
ccmplexin Royal Avenue. 

3. The visualupgradhqofThe 
&my's areaJ H  be part of the 
Cathedrd's Dpen space 
ProposalS. 
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1. Potentialpedestrianlink m i n d  
WCathedAm-
StreetwBsL 

3.PedestrianmfmThe 
m-bmopenspace
fronth theCathedral. 

iMiuwP. Strategy 


1. m~~ 
St h ' s  Cathedral perfsrms an I m p W  
f u ~ w i t h i n t h e C i a s a ~ f o r m l m m -
itgr and cultural acthi@ The C W r d  and the 
,opensipam around R also offer an ImpoxtaRt 
>apporturrity to imp- the qt4d.W of 
townscapinW C i i  Centre. 

The Dgparbnentwill* 
1. midarthepsWidc(oeingAcade#ny~ 

~ m d D m q a l l ~ i n f r o n t o f t h e  
C M m t  -by Finking the pr0p-d 
open spacebnfmg the Cathedral with the 
BXWQspaces WQUMSt and enhancing 
theCathedralWng;  

2. faoiltabtheemdonof buildingsinappmp 
date hations which mpt8mgm~theleopm 
spam 

3. ~onsldertheenvimmentalimprovementof 
Wldings and spam mndtherCathe& 
rral; 

4.9ncwragea&Wes md Writs Mthin the 
Cathe;dml open .spaCB to attract 
MSMOthemandgiveitIife ~ ~ 

E
,k 
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Private interests will also be encouraged to 
renovatebuildingsandto redevelopsitesover-
looking the proposedopen space at m a l l  
Street andalongthe ChurchStreetboundaryof 
the proposedopen space. 

Enhancement Opportunities 

rrnportant Development Sies 

IPolentialEnhancementSpaces 

,?edestrianisedTreatment 

EnhancedopenSpaces 

xis sting Buildings 

Residentialand Commercial 



2 EdwardSbwUDunbar Unk 
In the EdwardStreet areathe original domestic 
scalebuildings,thevariety of landusesandthe 
previous residential enviment provide a 
guide for new development.There hasalready 
been interest in developing parts of these 
lands for hwsing, student accommodation 
and workshops. Wsting businesses are also 
interested in redevelopmentand the areahas 
potentialfor arangeof specialistshoppingand 
relatedbusiness atii'w. 

Beyond Edward Street the hrnbar Link 
defines theeastern boundaryof the Consenra-
t*bnArea. The road and asso~iatedcar parks 
formawide expanseof unattractive open land. 
Pedestrian movement across the road to the 
Mure Laganside Area is difficult and the gen-
eral environment is in need of improvement. 
However the road also provides an important 
accessto the ConservationAreafromthemain 
CityCentre roadsystem. 

The Edward Street area presefits a number 
of opportunities for enhancement. 

1. 	 Ed~ardSkdbmmost~Wbwd 
me Consemion A m  for residentid 
demtopment, TheDaparbnent WHI actively 
encourage a m g e  of hausing W 
appmprlate tome m ' s  City Cmtre l-
tion. 


2, A m N m ~ c a r ~ v v i t h a r a n g e o f  
gmund tlwc uses would help 
t h i s ~ . l l l e ~ p a r k c o u M b a ~ a t  
Tatbot%WEdwrd Sb&ande#wessed 
framtha bnbw Link 



2 Edward SlmVDunbsr Unk 
In the EdwardStreet areathe Miginddomestic 
scalebuildings,thevariety of land usesandthe 
previous residential enviment provide a 
guide for new development. There hasalready 
been interest in developing parts of these 
lands for busing, student accommodation 
and workshops. Wsting businesses are also 
interested in redevelopmentand the area has 
potentialfor arangeof specialist shopping and 
relatedbusiness activity. 

Beyond Edward Street the hrnbar Unk 
defines theeastern boundaryof theConsem-
tion Area. The road and asso~iatedcar parks 
formawide expanseof unattractiveopen land. 
Pedestrian movement across the road to !he 
Mure Lawside Area is difficult and the gem 
era1 envimment is in need of improvement. 
However the road also provides an important 
accessto the ConservationAreafromthe main 
CityCentre road system. 

The Edward Street area presents a number 
of opportunities forenhancement. 

1. 	 E d w a r d S t r e a t i g ~ m o s t s W b ~ d  
the ~~ A m  for residentid 
denrelopmerlt,The DapaRmsntdIa d h l y  
encourage a range of hausing tyPes 
appmptiate m me area's City Cmtre lwa-
m. 

2, Amaltm~storgycar~vvlthamged 
gmund tlmc uses would help r e g e n w  
t h l s ~ T h e ~ p a r k c o u ~ b l o e a r t e c l a t  
Tatbot StreetlEdward Swet and m 
m mbarLink 



3, The Departmmtwill encourage redevelop-
ment on sites adjoining the Dunbar Link. 
Buildings should be setwithin aframework 
of planting and environmental works to 
create an a- boundary to the Con-
servation Area and to the CiCentre vie-
wed from its northernapproaches. 

4. The Departmentwit1 consider pedestrianis-
ing Exchange S t r a  West and Academy 
Street asfar asCurtisStreet.At Curtis Street 
the removal of cars fmthe areaaroundthe 
Faculty of Art and W i n  Building would 
provide an opportunity to design a major 
pedestrian entrance into the Conservation 
Area from York Street. 

The traditional granite sett road surface 
ba!mnt at Exchange Street West will be 
retained and may be extended into other 
pedestrianisedstreets as appropriate, 

5. 	Redevelopment of land between Edward 
Street and Taibot Street shwld provide for 
improved pedestrianmovement a h g  Tab 
bot Street. Pedestrian crossing points into 
LagansidsshwId also be identified as part 
of the environmental improvement of the 
Dunbar Link. 

6. If necessary the Department will consider 
usingitscomprehensive development pow-
ers to assemble land, to promote suitable 
land uses and to rationalise car parkingand 
access arrangements. 

1.,Mew8of theCathedralgive scale 
and charmer to harea. 

2.Tower detaH mthe Education 
and LibraryBoard3uilding. 

3. The irnmlngf- of the 
Educabion a d  Library Board 
Buildingcould pravidethe fmal 
point to an enhancedarea 

4. Opportunityto landscspeand 
provide pet6estrlan focus exists mth;,&bar Link. 



3. HIllSbedmdonStreet 
The restorationof a variety of small scale busi-
ness acthriies and e busy pedestrian environ-
mentisthe keyto regenerationin this partoftbe 
ConsewationArea. 

An opportunity exists to create a new mix of 
landuses includingshops, restaurants,offices 
and housing in an historic setting. These uses 
wwld complementthe mainCiCentreshop-
ping and office areas in a distinctive emiron-
merit. Success would act as an important 
stimulus ta regeneration of the wider area 
includingWaring Street and Donegal1Street. 

There are also opportunities to extend the 
pedestrian network in the area by opening up 
existing private entries leading to under-used 
land behind the main street frontages. C m -

2. Shops,mmmbwd a t r d  
fumltursare an integralpartof 
the Westrimemrirwmm. 

3.Win- bat pdwrts and theuse 
d ~ ~ b s a m r i a r e  
tradiWtafelemenEBinthearea. 

5.Mentialcourtyarddevelopment 
creatingaddkbd shpphg
fm?&p.SeeAonmsp. 



mercU development along suitablyenhanced 
pedestrian routes would atlract people and 
develop the character of the area. 

The triangular block of property formed by 
the HillStreet, Gordon Stree! and WaringStreet 
frontages could be serviced from a central 
space within the block accessed off Waring 
Street. 

This enclosed central space could also link 
Gordon StreetandWaring Streetvia a newnet-
work of pedestrian entries to Exchange Place 
and Commercial Court at Hill Street. A similar 
acquisition centred on Warehouse Lanecould 
provide parking and access off Waring Street 
for developmenton Hill Street, OorPegall Street 
and bchange Place. 

Donegal Street Place could perform an 
important function by linking Hill Street and 
Gordon Street directly to the pedestrian route 
through North Street Arcade to Royal Avenue. 
This wwld providethe mtdirect route to Hill 
Street from the proposed Cathedral open 
space. In the longerterm it would also provide 
direct pedestrian access via Gordon Street 
across the Dunbar Link to Laganside. 

EnhancementOpprlunities edsstrianiredTreatment 



The Oepartmentwill:-
1. consider the use of cmprehensive 

development powers to develop under-
used land at Hill StmWaring StmttIGor-
donStreet andat HillStrea-all Street; 

2. 	encourage convembn of existing buildings 
and the redevelopment of v m t  sites to 
accumdate a variety of new uws p m  
v i W  development Is hcharacter with h e  
Area; 

3. consider pedestnanisation of Hill Strwt, 
Gordon Street and the entries al tt~ommer-
cid Court and ExchangePlace; 

4. consider the use of its comprehensive 
development pcrwers at DMlegall StM 
Place/Hill Street to secure the satisfactory 
redevelopmentof this area including a new 
pedestrianroutefrom HillWeetto Danegall 
Street. 

In order to enhance the character oi the 
proposed pedestrian muteways thrwgh the 
Area the Deparbmmt will consider:-
1. 	 the use oi appropriate road surface treat-

mentsto enhance the streets; 

2. 	 the introduction of appropriatelighting and 
street furniturethroughat the Area. 

Particular attention will be given to the 
design of entrance pdnts into this part of the 
Conservation Area and to the pssibility of 
usinga mbinationof roadandfootpathtreat-

..< 	 ments, -lighting, street furniture and sign-
ing. 



The Locations include:-
1. H I l lmatW~hgSbeet :  

Here the Department will encourage red& 
velopment on vacant land on both corners 
of the junction. 

2. Qordon Streetat theD u n k  Unk: 
The Corn Exchange and &pining build-
ings are visually prominentfrom the Dunbar 
Link. The Department will encourage new 
developmentand consider theirnplementa-
tmof theentrance treatments alreadyout-
lined. 

3. H11Slrwt at TalbotStreet: 
Property in CiCouncit and NIEownership 
at this junction requires to be upgraded in 
keepingwith the new imageoftheArea.The 
adjacenl Exchange Street west junction 
with TalW Street could also be enhanced 
as part af the Cathedral Environs and 
Edward Strwt proposals. 



d ~ ~ l m d . ~ m ~ ; c r p ~ ~ l e s t o[ j ,  1 
sighpsl the Cmwwation Arm on the Waring L -', 

stmwii~StreetCarnerrand&atthe5lcip~ 1 
S4reetMighStreet corner. 
TheDepbmnt wlll wmid~the po~~ibi1W Y

.&
of:-

d 


1. cmying ouf erlmmma ifnprwenasnt 
w&s including~~* street 
furniture and new QMhg along the t q t h  

d W ~ ~ 


2. ~ d i n g t h e p u b l i c ~ ~ 0 n ~ V ~ ~  
SW?&CUmMof WMng SW& tG highIfgM 
thisimpottantentrancetothe~s8m 

Areat. Private red&opmM of the 

carparkatthiglocationwi~lerlgobeenco~r-

m. 

g. enhancing the public m e frontiwthe 
b u ' i  41-43 Wdm W& 


,and the adjoining Ulster Bank and U W  

Buildings. FboNiglHUngmd dean-

ingwill* be hem* 


I .  ~potentitlldevelopme~sitefora 
buildingtodefine UW of 
WaringStreet andV M aStreet. 
S# Ammap. 

2.The mhmcmmtof Skipm
Streetwillupgradethe pdstrian 
environment. 

3.Street is broken into BhdwThe wide expansedattrectlve 

visuelcorridwsbynm~oftree 
pmm. 

The Departmentwill consider pedestrianisa-
tion of Skipper Street and th$ provisionof new 
lighting, street furniture and streel paving.The 
High Street entrance to Skipper Street could 
also be enhanced through appropriate treat-
ment of the public spaces. Fawde renm'on 
of the ImperialBuildings will be encouraged. 

The Deparhnent would welcome proposals 
for the positive use of the car park area to the 
rear of Rhrer House. Vehicular requirementsat 
present create unattractive gap sites in the 
Skipper Street and in the Waring Street fron-
tages. A scheme could be linked with the te-
opening of Sugarhouse Entry and the new 
musewn use proposed for the War Memorial 
Building. 



4. Waring WWWpprStmt 
In Waring Street there is considerable scope 
for privatesector investment in redevelopment 
of vacant land. There are alsoopportunities to 
signpost the ConservationArea on h eWaring 
StreetNioria StreetCorner and atthe Skipper 
StreeUHigh Street corner. i 

The Departmentwill consider the possibility 
of:-
1. carrying out environmental improvement 

works including footpath treatments,streel 
furniture and new iighting along the length 
of Waring Street. 

2. upgrading the public space on the Victoria 
Weet corner of Waring Street to highlight 
this importantentrance to the Conservation 
Area. Priie sector redevelopment of the 
car park at this locationwill also be encour-
aged. 

3. enhancing the public space fronting h e  
Vtctorian buildings at 41-43 Waring Street 
and the adjoining Ulster Bank and Ulster 
Buildings. Flood-lightingand faqade clean-
ing will alsobe e mragedhere. 

+ 

. . 

. ,. v .. 
; 

* -

-- 

1. Apob&dd-Sitef~a 
bulldingto M n e  hcorner of 
waring StmtandVictoriaStreet. 
See A onmap. 

~ . ~ W I ~ W ~ Y W ~ ~ O ~ S W W  
Streetwill upgradethepedestrim 
envirmmmt. 

3 . l h e w i d e ~ O f ~  
stmt isbrokenintoaltmt*M 
visualoorridorsbytfreuseofm 
planting. 

IF: m oepamnentrvarlddcomrppud~.-
rc3c a.. - ~mposi~ve~ofmecarperkaresfo~e  

r e a r O f R t v e r ~ . V e h ~ r e q o 1 r e m 8 n t s a t  
present or& umllmcW gap e k  in Me 
W p e r  Slreet and in the Waring S t r e  frm-
tag% A scheme a d d  be lhked with the r% 

opening ot sugamOUse Enhy and tbnew 
-uwpmposedfortWWarmrSal 
Wm. 



5. The Four Corners 
The 'Four Corners', the space formed at the 
junction of Waring Street, Nwth Streat, Bridge 
Street and Rosemaw Street wasfor many years 
the centre of the town and remains potentially 
one of the most interesting and attractive loca- Ytions in the city. 

The impact of renovation is already to be 
seen along the North Street facade adjoining 
the Exchange Building. This frontage presents 
a rangeof buildingstylesdatingfromthe end of 
the 19th Century to the 1960's. The Victorian 
building at 11 North Street and the Mercantile 
Chambers, 7 North Street, a 1960's building 
with concrete and tile detailing, have achieved 
a substantial improvement in the appearance 
of the street frontage. The impact of environ-
mental improvement of the public spaces is 
also evident. 

The opportunitiesfor enhancement include: 
l.facade renovation of existing buildingswith 

improvementof signage; 
2. redevelopment of the site between 16 

Donegal1Street and Ihe rear of the Northern 
Bank; 

3. further environmental improvement of the 
publicspaces. 



These three aspects in combination could 
have a dramatic effect at the southern end of 
Donegall Street. Here the space created by 
Northern Whig House can be enhanced by 
improvements to the Victorian buildings at 1 
and 3 Donegall Street and by further extending 
the environmental improvements at Bridge 
Street into Donegall Street and Waring Street. 
flmd lightingof Northern Whig Home and the 
Northern Bank, both listed buildings, is also 
desirable. 

Other potentially attractive buildings need-
ing externalrenovation include 16-18 Donegal1 
Street, a pair of Victorian shop buildings. The 
signage on the adjoining brick buildings and 
the Donegal1Streetfrontageof the North Street 
arcade require similar action. On the opposite 
side of the street theentrances to the HillStreet 
area via Commercial Cwrt and Exchange 
m e should be highlightedby a combination 
of street furniture, lighting and surface.treat-
ments which draw attention b these important 
pedestrianentrances. 

The Departmentwill activelyencourageand 
support pr'wateaction to renwate faqades and 
to cany out appropriate alterations. 



I I u needto appreciate and consem theexist-
ing buih environment'does not exclude new 
development. Some parts of the Conservation 
Area will, in fact, be extensively redeveloped. 
The intent in this guide is therefore to provide 
policies which will mmmodab flexibility in 
design consistent with the maintenance and 
improvement of the essential character of the 
ConservationArea. 

fhe roleof development controlisdetailed in 
Appendix II.However, developers should note 
that the consent of the Deparbnentis required 
to demolish unlisted buildings in addition to 
listed buildings, within the ConsewationArea. 

w-lopment 

It is impracticable to give design guidance 

relating to every situation which might arise. 

However broad ptinciplescan beestablishd. 

Regardless of the approach chosen new 

development should seek to complement the 

existing in terms of scale, form, propation, 

massing and elevationd treatment. 


RehrrbighmntandCtmvmh 

The refurbishment and conversionuf existing 

property is an important way to increase the 

rangeandvariety of landusesintheConsewa-

tion Area. Developers will be encouraged to 

pursue this mrse and to place emphasis on 

the restoration of the individual archiectural 

character of each building. 


Developers will have to satisfy the Depart-
ment that conversion and refurbishment of a 
building is not economically viable before 
redevelopsnentis considered. The Department 
will also encourage the retentionwhere possi-
ble,of characteristic Victorian fqades which 
ate important in the streetscene. 

General design guidelines for development 
within the five locations indicated in the 
enhancement strategyare outlined below. 



The c9thedralEnvirons 
1. The Deparbnentproposesto createa major 

open space which will enhancethe setting 
of St Anne's Cathedral and remedy the 
deficiencyof open space inthe City M e .  

2. 	 New buildings must respdct the setting of 
the Cathedral. 

3. 	Building heights should be related to the 
proposed open space area,to the heights 
of adjoining buildings and to the sxisting 
street scene. 

4. The use of quality building materials is 
essentialas isthe considereduse of colour 
where appropriate, to ensure that new 
buildings complement and enhance the 
Cathedralsetting. 

atonemmphdwthe
Cahsdd'rwiW fm. 

EdwardSlteetlDunbar Link 
1. The siting and scale of new development 

should allow vistas of the Cathedral and 
shouldhaveregardto itsvisual dominance. 

2. 	Housing could form a major part of the 
future land urn in the area which may also 
include small businesses, retailing and 
multi-storeycar parking. 

3. 	 Development shwld beof adomestic scale 
with buildingheights ranging betweentwo 
andfour storeys. A vettical emphasis inele-
vations and detailing is also appropriate in 
keeping with buildings in the surrounding 
ama. 


4. 	 Roofs should be slated and pitched and 
shwld avold long unbroken horizontal 
stretches. Chimneys and pitched dormers 
could be used to create visual interest in 
roofs. 

5. 	Materiats used inexistingbuildingssuch as 
stone, timber, brick and slate are con-
sideredto bethemost appmpiate for usein 
new development. Where brick is used the 
opportunity should be taken to include 
architecturaldetails and features similar to 
those found on existing buildings in the 
Area. 

6. The use of concrete, glassor steel may be 
appropriate in mm locations within the 
Area where they do not introduce a discor-
dant element. 

7. 	TheDepartment may preparedesignbriefs 
for individual sites where appropriate and 
particularlyif land is assembled as part of a 
cmprehensivedevelopment scheme. 



m m  
1. Theemphssishiheanrashwldbeonlhe2 

Introductionof new uses into existingbuild-
Ings. Appropriate uaea indude shops, 
offices, restaurants, residentiJ and small 
businesses. 

2. Where redevelopment Is essential new 
buildings must respect the existlng scale. 
They should be between two and f w r  

storeys h height with pitched dahd d s .  
Gables f d n g  onto the street are approp-
riatein some locations. 

S. 	Qn wider sites scale ofthe m build-
ings should be reduced by appropriate 
subdivision. 

4. Some existing buitdings contain good 
examples of corbelled brick and other 
detailing typical of Victorian warehouses. 
New developments should re8eci these 
traditbal details and brick should be the 
main buildingmaterial, 

2.Modernoffice development 
whkh usesb m e P i e l s  and 
shapesfound Inthe areato 
cFeate anexcWng new buildW. 

3. Gabledloading hp,m f h t the 
histWyandchambroftheaw. 

4. Overhangingbrick arche 
a b o w 3 ~ s n d ~ d S b " i n g  
mmwe typrcaf dotans. 



TheFour m 
1. 	A wide rangeof differentarchitecturalstyles 

ischaracteristic of this partof the Conserva-
tlm Am.This freedom can be maintained 
innew developmentprovidedthescaIe and 
thevertical rhythmof the existing streetfron-
tage is respected. 

2. The general height and mass of new build-
ings shwld be in scale with surrounding 
buildings. 

3. 	Devetopment should generally be at least 
thr-storey in hdgM and not exceed a 
maximum 15meaves height. 

4. 	Matwfals used on indiiual buildingsshould 
be limited in number. Where possible 
elevatiwral detsiling on existing buildings 
should be reflected in new fame&. 

Wartng StfeetfSldppSml 
The general guidance outlined for !he 'Fwr 
Corners' is applkab te to this area The follow- 
ing pointsshould also be noted. 
1. 	At the Hill StreetMIadng Street junction the 

4 4storey building height on Waring Street 
shwtd reduce to a maximumthree storeys 
on the HillStreet return. 

2. 	New development on the existing vacant 
site on the Mctoria Street corner should be 
of a.scalewhich reflectsthe importance of 
this location as an entrance to the Conser-
vation Area. 



S Guidelines 

Shop Fronts 
Amactive shopfronts and building facadesare 
themselves an important advertisement for an 
area and enhance its overall character. In its 
consideration of shop fronts the Department 
will seek:-
l.to promotethe individual character of build-

ings; 

2. 	 abetterbalance between thevisualamenity 
of the Area and the n8ed of business to 
advertise effectively. 

Wthwt careful attention the effect of intm 
ducing a new shop front Isto give visual domi-
nanceto the groundfloor in away which sepa-
ratesthis area from the restof the buildingand 
degradesthe bui tding's architectural value. 

The problemswhich can arise include:-
l. The fasciamay be too hge,obscuring first 

floor windows and pilasters and appearing 
to extend over the building faqade instead 
of beingcontainedwithin it. A vlsual breakis 
created between groundand upper floors. 

2.The use of inappropriate materials or col-
ours in shopfronts can give rise to a visual 
break between upper and lower storeys of 
the building. Visually the original fawde is 
detached from its base and a p w r s  to sit 
above an entirely different ground level 
building. 

3. 	The horizontal break betweenfloors isinten-
sifiedwhere poordesignof ind'nridualshop-
fronts is repeated along the frontage and 
where fascias run through a number of 
properties to form a continuous horizontal 
element. 

In daing with these problemsthere arehhro 
important stages in achieving a satisfactory 
solution:-
l.Shop fronts andfascias shouldexpressand 

not obscure the structural elements of the 
existingfa~adeintheir design. 

2. 	The new elements must complement the 
existing elevation in terms of materials 
used, their quality and in the useof colour. 

The detailsof proportion, of solid to void and 
of structural elements, can be lost ilinapprop 
f i e  materials or strident colours are used on 
shopfronts. 



Provided shopfronts and signage are con-
tained within the individual building elevation 
and respect its character then uniformity 
of d d g n  with other shops is not usually 
desirable. Variety in shopfrmt treatments wFth 
diierlng windaw designs, stall riser heights 
andfascia boardswill add to thevisual interest 
Inthe area. 
The following design points In relation to 

shopfronts are cornmended by the Depart-
ment:-
1. A new shopfront can betraditionalor mod-

ern provided the complete front including 
display, entrance, surround, sign and light-
ing is considered as one single composi- 
t'm. It shwld not beadominating influence 
in the street scene buf shwld taok correct 
within its own building and in relationto its 
neighbours. 

2. The fascia should be contained within the 
elevationd detailing of the building. Lt 
should extend upto, but notover, the pilas-
ters. 

3. The fasciashouldnot obscurefirstfloorwin-
dow and string curse detailing. It should 
hof suitable proporttons and positionedto 
make a m t r ibut'm to a visually balanced 
efevation. 

4. The structural elements and proportions of 
the elevation should be carried through to 
the ground flm.Largeglass a r m  can be 
sub-divided to achieve this effect without 
Wof display area. 

5. Buildings designed to ammmcdate sev-
eral shop units may meritan element ofc@ 
ordination in signage, lettering and colour 
treatments. The individual shopsshould be 
visually contained within the elevation and 
the horizontal break between units main-
tained, The whole building can be s& off 
to maximum advantage In this way to the 
greater benefilof the individualshops. 



NewMaterlals 
The useof new elevatmalelements and mate-
ridscanhaveadramaticeffect onbuildinge k  
vations and frequently determineswhether or 
not a new shopfront or sign fits into the facade 
or instead dominates and disrupts ft. 

Thecolour,patternandtextureof materialsis 
in manycases the differencebetween suasss 
and fatlure In shop front design. The use of 
modem plastic materials which are brightly 
coloured or have strongly moulded profiles is 
rarely successful and should be avoided. The 
useoftilesand &CS which arestrongly pat-
terned and cmtmt strongly W-& traditlanal 
materials used in older buildings should also 
be avoided. 

Where security is of concernperforatedsec-
urity shutters, which secure the premiseswhile 
permitting an element d display and vitality in 
the street scene, must be used. 

Secvriishuttersshould normallybelocated 
internallybetween the window and the display 
and painted to complement the shop faGade, 
Thdr Jse externally may be accept&e in 
some IQC&*KKISprovided the materials, dour  
and M g n  are to the Department's satisfac-
tion. 

Shutter boxes must be concealedwithin the 
building elevation and guide rails m e s d  
into window reveals. Projecting shutter b x e s  
will not be permitted. 



m Guidelines 

MvMkmmband Signs 
A d v e R i m t s  and @ns trave a dgnmcmt 
effecton visual m ' h y .  The number and iype 
of sign,their skeand degtee of illwnimth at1 
affectthe appwame of the building. 

The proportronaof a sign must relate to the 
etevation onwhich it'ismounted. If asign i8im 
large b visual dominance will disturb the 
baianceOfmlelev&tbnPrndtherelm~~pof 
mbuildingtoanother. Box signs that prom 
from the building faceare at= disruptive. 

The D e p a M ' s  policy b aimed at msur-
ing that signs are a mnddwed elementof the 
&va?ioo rether than a mere f i f t e r a h t  atad 
thattheir design, praportimand materialsare 
appropriatetothdr sumxmdings, 

T h  amaunt of information on a sign board 
and the number of rrdvdsmanh on indi 
vtdual business premise6 sRould be & M y  
limitedto avdd visual clutter and confusion. 

Tha vWhy and chamfer Michiflumhated 
signs bringtothe CityCentreatnigMshouldbe 
balm& agdnst W r  visual impad on the 
building elevafion h daylight 

Illurnimtim by bracket w wash lighting will 
be mpt8bte bur inWWly lllumkratedWls 
slgna will nol oormally be permitted. When 
ittumkvated theydetractfrom theptopoRbnsof 
hbunding. Wfth rare excephm thelr con-
mctimand materids aresuch thatthey have 
a poor visual quality. 

The use of hanging signs will be encour-
aged.T M r  d i m ' m  and-of p r O i d ~  
signs shouldbeappropriatetotheheightof 
buildingandthe details on the frontage. 



Whlle hEtnd-pWd signs are prdamd, 
dgns consisting of self-illuminatd individual 
Wrsonan badqrwnd will normally 
beacceptable.Othermodemtechniquessuch 
as slk-scm printing may aEso be -p& 

I 
ble.WIthhandpainting,gold lWorlightd o u r  
applied to a dark hkgrwnd M1Meet light 
andmbeeasilymd. 

L F F u E N l X Y ~  mnson bridwmk and s t o m i k  are mu& 
REALALE MMtstmywhen W d u a l  walknountedMers 

of appropriateWi,d o u rand type-face am 
used. If the letters are backlit a three 
dimtonal ehct is prodmed. Handpaintled 
shns on frant -1s a d  @bIm lrulllbem-
ted in appropriate locations but they should 
Ma?e to the premises on which they are 
applii and nat be standard printed &m. 
Hoardings have a parttculady Mmtal 
effec"tonvl~ciwacterBndwlllraotnofinally 
bepgrmitledeMwr infhe ConsewatEanAreaor 
onappm&cheeto ft. 

Asagmml~bdVdSirIQslgnswlilnotbe 
permhted above ground-floor W unless 
reJatihgto themof theupper floor. On u p p  
Hooas black, bite or gald lettering appM 
dim& to wind^^ is effective. Mere 
signs *mwmtng on upper ~ m r sare 
@Mirecl,the DepafhmrrtwwMencouragethe 
u q e o f m p l a ! e s a t t h e e ~ ~ . I n d r -
cumances of mubipla use, a mdard size 
andshpeofnamepWshuld beusedbyall 
mcupanb. 

National OMm,Building B, 
Banks etc myk requiredtomodifyor adapt 
thdr'hs6&yW mthatmysignsmed by 
themwill beinkeepingwith thecharacterofthe 
Consewath Area or the mof a Listed 
Building. 

bm&-pk$m lrengingsigns,
elldwhkh~nattreclhrekxterim 



Appendix I 
UstedBuildings * 
18,20and22HillStre&, 2WW154 
Belfast 

Bankof Ireland 
62-68HighStreet, Belfast 

NewsLetterOffice 
5181Donegall SrW, 
Belfast 

NorthernBankand 26150tM 
I f  3RoyalAvenue, Belfast 

IOU107Royal Avenue and 2 6 1 W  
77-79 North Street, BelPest 

UlsterBankHead Office 26150158 
WaringStrmt, Betfast 

NorthernW$Building 2W5Q/6Cl 
WaringStreet,Belfast 

The NorthernBank 
WaringStrwt,6elfast 

StAnne's Cathedral 
Donegal1 Strwt, Belfast 

5-23Hill Street, Belfast 2 W 1 5 6  

F o m r  Corn Exchange 2 W 1 7 3  
NctoriaSbeet (between 
WarlngStteetand 
GordonStreet) Belfast 

30Waring Streetand 
10-14Skipper Street 
includinggates,railings, 
plinth wall, pillars, s tep 
andwindow railings. Belfast 

27-37Talbot Street, 
Belfast 

A 2-storey, 5-bay stuccobuilding with cmcharch. 
Windowopeningsaresegmentalar segmentalpointed. 
there is anornamentalhead abovethe coacharchand 
decorative roundals are set betweengroundfloor 
openings, 

A4-storey building of redbrickandterraatta 
construction, 
ArchitectWilliamBait 

A3-storey stuccobuildingwith octagonaltowerand 
spire. 
Architmt:Williarn Hastings 

A 4-storey ashlar sandstone building columnedon first 
floor. 
Architect:JohnLanyon 
Acurved 4-storey corner block,shopped on ground 
floor. Corinthian aedicules at firstfloor. 
ArchBects:ThmasJackson&Son 

Architect.Jarnes Hamilton,Glasgow 
Sculptor:ThomasFitzpatrick 

ContractingArchitect:JohnMcCutcheon 
FomdyCommercial Buildiws. 

Architact: Charles Lanyon 

FomwdytheExchangeandAssembly Roams(built1769). 


Erectedon the siteof theoldparish church of StAnne. 


A 2-storey, 1l-baystuccobuildingwith segmntd-

arched windows, entranceand coachway allinclassical 

mannerwith surmounting rnachicolated entablature, 


A plain 2-storeybuildingwith shopsbelowaloftyfirst 

floor hall, erected byacompanyof thegrainmetchants 

of Belfast. Builtoffreestone, rusticated and pilasterad 

withaverytallRenaissanceloopworkparapetandan 

Ionicinantisporchway. 

Architect: ThomasJackson 


Theblockadjoiningthe UlsterBank, WaringStreet 
at33WaringStreet and 10-14 SkipperStreetcomprises 
h eUlsterBuildingsbyThomas Jackson&Son 1869-70 
withan additioninSkipperStreet byBlaclormod and Jury 
1929. 
Thesebuildingsareof speclalarchitectural interest in 
theirown rightbut their importance isgreatlyenhanced 
by their relationshipwith the mainbuilding, 
Thedesignof the buildings hasbeencarefully conceived 
to provideamutedaccompaniment tothe exuberance 
of the mainbank. 

A 4-storey redbrick bullding with h efront elevation 
divided into unequal baysbypilastersrisingtofinials 
at roof level. 
Firstfloorwindows are round headed. Thesouthemost 
sectionrlsesto anelaborateshaped parapetgable. 



Appendix I 
ustedBuiungs * 
18,20and22HillStreet, 261W154 
Belfast 

NewsLetterOffice 
5181Oonegall Street, 
Belfast 

NorthernBankand 2~~ 
113RoyalAvenue, Belfast 

UlsterBankHead Office 26150158 
WaringStreet,Belfast 

NorthernWhi  Building 2650/60 
Waring Street, Belfast 

The NorthernBank 
WaringStreet,Belfast 

StAnm'sCathedral 
Donegal1 Street, Belfast 

5-23Hill Street, Belfast 2 W 1 5 6  

F m rCornExchange 2 W 1 7 3  
WctoriaSbeet (between 
WaringStreetand 
Gordon Street) Belfast 

30Waring Street and 
10-14SkipperStreet 
includinggates, railings, 
plinth wall, pillars,step 
andwindow railings. Belfast 

27-37Talbot Street, 
Belfast 

A 2-storey, &bay stucco building with coach arch. 
Window openings aresegmental ar segmentalpointed. 
there isan ornamental head abovethe coacharchand 
decorativeroundalsare set betweengroundfloor 
openings, 

ACstorey building of redbrickandterrwtta 
construction, 
Architect: WilliamBait 

A3-storey stucco buildingwith octagonaltowerand 
spire. 
Archifmt:WilliarnHastings 

A 4-storey ashlar sandstone building columned on first 
floor. 
Architect: Johhn Lanyon 
Acurved 4-storey corner block,shopped on ground 
floor. Corinthian aediculesatfirstfloor. 
ArchBects: ThthomasJackson&Son 

Architect:Jarnes Hamillon,Glasgow 
Sculptor:Thomas Fitzpatrick 

ContractingArchitect: JohnMcCutcheon 
Fomrly Commercial Buildings. 

Architect: Charles Lanyon 

FomwdytheExchangeandAssembly Aoams (built 1769). 


Erectedon the site ofthe old parish church of StAnne. 


A 2-storey, 1 1 -baystuccobuildingwithsegmntaJ-

arched windows, entranceand coachway all in classical 

mannerwith surmounting machicolated entablature. 


A plain2-storeybulldingwith shopsbelow aloftyfirst 
floor hall, erected by acompanyof the graln merchants 
of Belfast. Builtoffreestone, rusticatedand plastered 
withaverytall Renaissanceloopwork parapet and an 
Ionicinantis porchway. 
Architect: ThornasJackson 

Theblockadjoiningthe Ulster Bank, WaringStreet 
at33Waring Streetand10-14 Skipper Streetcomprises 
h eUlsterBuildingsbyThomas Jackson&Son 1869-70 
with anadditioninSkipperStreetbyB l a c M  and Jury 
1929. 
These buildingsareof speclalarchitecturalinterest in 
their own rightbut their importance isgreatlyenhanced 
by thdr relationship withthe mainbuilding. 
Thedesign of the buildings hasbeencarefully conceived 
to provideamutedaccompaniment totfie exuberance 
of the mainbank. 

A +storey redbrick bullding with thefrontelevation 
divided intounequal bays bypilastersrisingto finials 
at roof level. 
Firstfloor windows areround headed. The southemmost 
sectionrlsestoanelaborateshapedparapetgable. 



Appendix If 
The~dDevebpmerrtControl 
Development within the ConsenratlonAr~awill 
be controlledwith the primary aim of ensuring 
the retentionof allthat is importantto theArea's 
character. Important bulldlngs and groups of 
buildings which contribute to the Area's 
characterwill beprotected. 

This control will beexercisedas follows:-
1. Wherepermissionis sought to demolish or 

alter a building which has been 'listed' 
under the Planning (NI) Order 1972 as 
being of special architectural or historic 
interest, it wiH be nec- to 
demonstrate that such works would in 
themselves be m enhancement, or that 
they are required for werriding and 
exceptional reasons relating to the 
development of the Area. 

2. 	 Under the terms of ll-tePlanning (Amend-
ment) Northern Ireland Order 1978 (Part II 
Article 4) the consent of the Department is 
requiredto demolish any building within a 
Conservation Area which is not already 
protectedby other means. 

3. 	New buildings will be expected to take 
account of the character of their 
neighbours.They shwfd, in mass andout-
line, be sympathetic to the rhythm of the 
street scene. 

4. 	Materids should generally be of aquality, 
texture and colour that arecompatiblewith 
the character of theArea. 

5. Changes of use that are likely to have an 
adverse effecton land or buildings which 
cwrtribute significantly to the charact~rof 
the ConservationArea wilt not normally be 
permitted. 

6. 	The creation of new open spaceswill be 
carefully considered to ensure Ehat they 
makeapositive contribution totheConser-
vation Area, and that proper provision is 
madefor their maintenance. 

7. Consent to display advertisementsgener-
ally requires anapplicationundertheMan-
ning (Control of Advertisements) Regula- 
tions (NI) 1973 though certain classes of 
advertisement may be displayed without 
expressconsent.Applications for consent 
will be judged on the positive effect they 
maketothevisual characterof theConser-
vationArea. 

8. The Departmentwill normally expectplan-
ning applications in respect of sites or 
buildings within the Conservation Area to 
be submitted with full details showing 
clearly In plan and elevation, relationships 
to adjoining buildings, inorder toensureat 
the Initial planniq stage that the develop 
ment is satisfactory in all respects. It is 
deskable thereforethat applicants should 
consult informally with the Divisional Plan- 
ning Office prior to the preparation of 
detailed plans. 

9.Developmentnearto (butnot within aCon-
servation Area) and visually related to it, 
will be requiredto be sited and designed 
in size, form and materials to be in har-
mony with the buildings and general 
appearance of the Consewation Area. 

10. Under the terms of the Planning(General 
Development)Order 1973certaintypes of 
development do not requirespecific plan-
ning permission. However, the Depart-
ment has m r under Article 4 of that 
Order to direct that in any particular area, 
these types of developmeat must require 
tf?e grant of planning permission. Such -directionsmay beapplied within this Con-
sewationArea. 

DerelopmentControland Envl~~tnenbl 

The Deparbnent in exercising its planning 
functions within the Conservation Area will be 
guided by the foilowingobjectives.-
1. to safeguard the physical fabric ofthe 

Area from neglect and decay and to pm 
vent insensitive development and rede 
velopment; 

2. to enhance the intrinsic character of the 
Area, and to set off Itsfeatures of merii; 

3. to protect and enhance views into and 
fromthe ConservationArea; 

4. to ensure that changesof use mere t h y  
occur are appropriate and in sympathy 
with the purpose for which the bullding 
was originallyconstructed; 

5. 	 to protectthe general amenity of the Con-
servation Area by discouraging develop 
mentwhich generatesexcessivevehicular 
activity, noise or other nuisances and 
would put at risk the continuing occupa-
tion of neighbouring properties: 



6. to enhance the visual amenity of theA m  
by encouraging the removal sf all 
unmcmmy overhead wires, wires on 
building elevatim and street clutter and 
by encwraging proper maintenanceof all -areas of hardand soft landscaping; 

7. 	 b Jmulate awareness of the importance 
d c m e ~ t l o nand to enawrage local 
lnpn and support for conservation 

Listed Buildings 
The statutory 'listing'of buildings is intendedto 
protect them from the effect of undesirable 
development because of heir special 
architectural and historic interest and Listed 
Building Consent is required to carry out arly 
work on them. 

The detailed development guidelin'es, m-
mally applied by Ehe Department inits consid- 
eration of development proposals affecting 
such buildings, cwer such matters as the 
shape,size and number of chimneys, roof 
shape and detailing, windows and doors. 
Mher features such as balconies, steps, rail- 
ings and boundary walls which contribute to 
the charm and character of a Listed Building 
should also be conserved. In certain cir- 
cumstances the interiors of these buildings 
may also bean importantpanof the 'listing'. 

Extensions to Listed Buildings may be 
acceptable eMer in the form and character of 
the parent building or as a totally different but 
high quality design. 

Details of all Usted Buildings contained 
within the Conservation Area are set out in 
Appendix 1. 

DevekpmentbYPu~Agencles 
S e ~ ~ C e s  
As remwlofwemeaddectriciand telephone 
services becomes operationally necessary as 
much as passible should be undergrwnded. 
What must remain s h l d  be redesigned in as 
unobtrusiveaway as possible. 

New developments and conversions will be 
requiredto haveinternal ducting sothat multiple 
service and c o n ~ sare unneoes-
sary. All suMision to -piers should 
takeplaceW n  the buildingfabric. 

S t r e e mand StreetFurniture 
Within the economic constraints set on public 
expenditure the Deparbnent would seek to 
ensuretha?,inthe replacementof footways and 
road surfaces,materials are selected which 
are both practical and improve the environ-
mental quality of the area. 

The Department will have particular regard 
to the managementof pedestrian and vehicu-
lar tMi movement in the interests of the 
amenities exlsting in the Consewation Area. 
Prwision for the parking of motor vehicles will 
be carried out in such a manner as to have 
minimumeffecton the character of theArea. 

Street furniture includes signs, street light-
ing, litter bins, bollards and seating. As these 
items come up for renewal or additional instal-
lations are required, careful attention will be 
paidto their design. Criticism of street furniture 
tends to relateto the quality of individualitems 
and to the lack of an overall coherent style or 
visual theme in their design. This arises from 
the fact that the responsibility for erecting and 
sitingofvarious itemsof streetfurniturelieswith 
a number of bodies each with different 
priorities and concerns. Emphasis will there-
fore be placedon a coherent style and a high 
quality prduct which reflect the character of 
theConsewationArea 

It is important that all itemsof streetfurniture 
are well maintained: shabby and neglected 
items can seriously detract from the appear-
ance of the general environment. All public 
agencies will be encouraged to replace 
unsympathetic itemsof streetfurniture. 

The Department will therefore implement or 
encourage, as appropriate, the following:-
1. 	Minimise the number of traffic signs and 

ensure that those which are necessary are 
designed and positioned in a way which 
makes minimal impacton the visual amenity 
of the Area; 

2. 	Replace inappropriate lamp standards with 
a design more in sympathy with the historic 
character of the Area. In circumstances 
where this might not be passible considera- 
tion will be given to mountinglighting units 
on the fagades of buildings (subject to 
agreement between the Department and 
the property owner). The useof flood-light-
ingat nightcanbe particularly effective and 
buildingownersmaybepreparedtomakea 
financial contribution in this respect; 

3. 	Locatetelephone and other junction boxes 
as unobtrusively as possible and integrate 
themintoexistingfeatureswherepracticable; 

4. 	Devise a common colour scheme for all 
apparatus, lamp standards, litter bins, 
bollards, etc. 



financial Assistance 
Financial assistance, for schemes within the 
ConsewationArea, is available from a variety 
of sources outlined as followst 
1. bplmmtobtheEnvircnrment(NI) 

The Deparhnent may give Rnancial assis-
tance towards thecost of repairsor mainte 
nanceof buildings which havebeen'listed' 
as being of special architecturalor historic 
interest. There is no fixed rate of grant and 
eachcase is consideredon itsmerits. 
The Department may dso consider for 

grant aid, expenditure to be incurred in 
mriectim with t h ~preservation or 
enhancementof aConsenrationArea. Such 
expendire is normallyexpectedto be part 
of a~ d l n a t e dscheme. 

Furtherckhlta may beobtainedfrom 
Historic Monumentsand BuildingsBranch 
(inthecaseof listed buildings) 
Deparhentof #a Environment(NI) 
Calvert House 
23Castle Place 
BelfastBT11W 
Telephone:Belfast 230560 
and from 
The Belfast Divisional Planning Office 
(in the case of unlisted buildings within a 
Conservation Area) 
BedfordHwse 
16-22Bedford Street 
Wfast BT2 7FD 
Telephone: Belfast242486 

2.DeparbnentofEducation 
Diirict Carncils have a duty to secure for 
their areas adequate facllk for mm-
tiond,social, physicalandculturalactivities 
and the approved expenses of a District 
Council for such purposes may be grant 
aided underthe Recreationand Ywth Ser-
vice (NI) Order 1973. 

The acquisition of Imds for public open 
spaces for t h e  p u m  may also be 
grant aided by the Deparbnentof the Envi-
ronment (NI). 

Grants up to 75% may be made under 
Section l6oftheLocalGovernmentAct (NI) 
1966. 

Furlher~t~meybeobtaldfmtn: 
Physicalh log>ment  Branch 
Department of theEnvironment (NI) 
CommonwealthHwse 
Castle Street 
Belfast BT1 1GH 
Telephone: Belfast 321 212 

3. 	NorthemlrekvKJHwslng€xmithe 
The Hausing {NI) Order 1978 enables the 
Northern IrelandMusing Executive to pay 
grantstwardsthecmof improvementand 
conversion up to certaln maximum 
amounts. 

Grants may also bepaid to helpmeetttre 
cost of imprwing houses by providing for 
the fir& time such standard amenities as a 
fixed bath, wash-hand basin, water closet 
and hot and cold water supply at certain 
fixed points. 

Grantstowards repairsmayalso bepaid. 
All grants aresubject to certain conditions 
and may beobtainedfrom any office of the 
Northern Ireland Hws#ng Executive. Such 
grants do not necessarily exclude historic 
building grants. 

Futthwdetdkmay be obtainedfrwn: 
Any office of the Northern Ireland Housing 
Executive. 
Headquartersaddress: 
The Housing Centre 
2 Adelaide Street 
Basfast BT28P8 
Telephone: Belfast240588 

LacalOffice: 
HMne ImprovementService 
(HwsingGrant) 
Equity & LawBuilding 
56Wellington Place 
Belfast BT16GF 

Telephone:Belfast240690 


4. 	CkibbteTnrsts 
CharitableTrusts are sometimes willing to 
helpwith consemationof buildings in charit- 
able or other non-proflt making awnership. 
The Pitgrim Trust may be preparedto give 
grants of this sort.The Landmark Trust is 
interested in purchasing properties of hls-
twicalor architecturalinterestwhich canbe 
converted into lettable holiday hwses. 
They particularly favour buildings of hdi-
Muat character. The Camegie U n M  
Kingdom Trust makes grants to support 
countryside projects of variws kinds. 
These indude =hemes #orpractical con-
mat ion but not for the preservation of 
buildings. 



PilgrimTrust 
FbldenHouse 
LittleCollege Street 
London SW1P 3SH 
LandmarkTrust 
shomsbrooke 
WhieWaltham 
Bemire 

Cmegie United Kingdom Tnrst 
Comely Park Hwse 
Dunfermline 
Fife 
For detalls of other grant-glving bodies, 
referencemay be madeto 'The Directoryof 
Grant-Wng Trusts' published by the 
NationalCwncit ofSocial Sewices. 

2. B tWida  Just&&-
surmount#e ~ 1 s t ~Bank in 
Warlng -
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